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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this petition.  

Our response is as follows:- 

1. The SPICe note is clear in that the internal governance of a local authority is a 

matter solely for that local authority. The authority is democratically elected 

and therefore is representative of its constituents. Not all local authorities 

follow an executive model, Aberdeenshire considered this as part of its Future 

Governance project in 2016 however decided not to follow that route and to 

instead continue with the Committee Structure.  

 

2. It is inappropriate for legislation to fetter the discretion of local authorities in 

determining the best local solution for each local authority in terms of structure 

and proportionality. In Aberdeenshire, there are Area Committees, made up of 

ward councillors for the wards in those area boundaries. They are directly 

politically proportional to those wards. There are also central Policy 

Committees. In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders, these are 

politically proportional to the Council as an entirety. Section 15 of the Local 

Government and Housing Act 1989 provides for proportional representation 

on Council Committees however this is not applicable in Scotland. However 

there was guidance issued by COSLA in 1993 which recommended that to 

follow political proportionality would be deemed as best practice. There is no 

“Executive” in Aberdeenshire: the primacy role falls to Full Council, which is 

politically proportionate. 

 

3. There could be unintended consequences of requiring political proportionality 

which may infringe upon the discretion of political parties to form coalitions or 

groups. Aberdeenshire Council formally agreed in June 2012 that it would 

consider “Group or Political Group” to mean two or more members of the 

authority who wish to be treated as a group or political group and have 

formally notified the Chief Executive of this intention.  

 

In short, Aberdeenshire Council agrees with the initial discussions of the Public 

Petitions Committee and does not think that there should be any legislation 

regarding political proportionality. Aberdeenshire Council believes that local 

authorities should be empowered to make the decision that is right for their area 

regarding proportionality and representation.  

 


